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A photographic glimpse back to the 

2006 Annual Fish Show
photos by Craig Morfitt
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Asian Catfish
   	 None Entered

Corydoras
   	 None Entered

“Suckermouth” Catfish
   1st 	 Wendy Corrado – Red Fin Cactus Pleco
   2nd 	 Ryan Terceira – Marble Gibbiceps Pleco
   3rd 	 Devin Lightbourne – Pleco

Other Catfish
   1st	 Jeffrey Porter – Dwarf Marble Catfish

BEST IN CLASS – CATFISH
Wendy Corrado – Red Fin Cactus Pleco

Class 5.  POECILIDAE

Swordtails and Platies
    1st 	 Shelby Onabowale (Junior) – Swordtail
    2nd 	 Stephen Corrado (Junior) – Platy

Mollies
   	 None Entered

Guppies 
    1st 	 Stephen Corrado (Junior) – Guppy

Other Livebearers
   	 None Entered
   
BEST IN CLASS - LIVEBEARERS
Shelby Onabowale - Swordtail

Class 6.  ANABANTOIDS

Bettas
    1st	 Shannon Mello – Betta
    2nd 	 Stephen Corrado (Junior) – Betta
    3rd 	 Stephen Corrado (Junior) – Betta

 b)	 Gouramies
    1st	 Simon Onabowale - Gourami

c)	 Other
   	 None Entered

BEST IN CLASS – ANABANTOIDS
Shannon Mello – Betta

Class 7.  TRUE BONY FISHES

Knife Fishes and Mormyrids (Elephant Noses)
   	 None Entered

Rainbow Fishes
   	 None Entered

Gobies and Blennies
   	 None Entered

Snakeheads and Arowanas
None

Spiny Eels
   	 Calvert Lee – Black Spotted Eel

Other Bony Fishes
   	 None Entered

BEST IN CLASS – TRUE BONY FISHES
Clavert Lee – Black Spotted Eel

BEST CICHLID BY A JUNIOR   
 Stephen Corrado – Hemichromis sp.

BEST GOLDFISH BY A JUNIOR   
Shelby Onabowale – Goldfish

BEST LIVEBEARER BY A JUNIOR   
Shelby Onabowale – Swordtail

BEST EGGLAYER BY A JUNIOR  
Stephen Corrado – Betta

BEST IN SHOW BY A JUNIOR   
Shelby Onabowale – Swordtail

BEST IN SHOW  
Wendy Corrado – Red Fin Cactus Pleco

RESERVE BEST IN SHOW  
Wendy Corrado – Aul. Sp. Nyassae

2 0 0 6  winners        list    
Continued from page 7
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Shelby Onabowale – Swordtail
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Signs of fish disease (or fish stress) can be any abnor-
mal behavior or any change in fish observed exter-
nally. Internal signs of disease can be ascertained by 

dissection of a living anesthetized fish or a dead/sacrificed 
fish. Disease organisms or parasites can rapidly increase 
in numbers in a closed, recirculating small environment as 
a tank. One should closely observe the fish and tank in 
order to ascertain any possible problem before a valuable 
specimen, or a tank, is lost. Daily tank checks should be 
done to observe for problems. Following is a list of some 
of the signs one may observe (in freshwater to salt water 
tanks) indicating a possible problem, with notes, or some 
possible causes (all causes may not be listed), listed in 
parentheses (no parentheses indicates fish disease signs 
may be caused by a number of causes).

Tank Signs  
(conditions which could indicate present,  
or future problems with fish)

•	 Cloudy water (ammonia, bacteria, algae bloom, 
dinoflagellates [free-living or parasitic], air off, 
filteroff, decaying organics, hole in substrate over 
under gravel filter, suspended particulates)

•	 Protein foam on surface of water (fish, squid, etc. 
cut up for food not washed well, excess food 
intank, something organic decaying in tank)

•	 Hole exposed to under gravel filter (allows water 
to bypass substrate and decrease biological 
filtration)

•	 Missing or dead specimens, which could be 
decaying in tank and on the way to fouling tank or 
causing a bacteria or algae bloom

•	 Uneaten or excess food in tank; dying plants; sheds 
from crustaceans (could foul tank, etc)

•	 Air off, filter or other support equipment not 
working correctly (could lead to decline in biological 
filtration and disease control, and result in future 
tank problems)

Fish Behavior
Movements
•	 Violent reaction of thrashing, darting, and dying 

mid-gasp (pH shock or quickly lethal toxins)
•	 Shimmy (staying in one place and moving side to 

side) (Bacteria, missing salts)
•	 Equilibrium decreased, cannot maintain normal 

position in water (bacteria, dinoflagellates, toxins)
•	 Scratching on objects in tank (bacteria, parasites, 

toxins)
•	 Twitching (bacteria, parasites, toxins, skin irritant)
•	 Spastic, uncoordinated movements
•	 Sluggish, lethargic
•	 Swimming with head up, tail down, at surface
•	 Constant swimming at surface (dinoflagellates 

[free-living or parasitic], toxins, pH shock)
•	 Trying to jump out of tank (dinoflagellates [free-

living or parasitic], pH shock, toxins)
•	 Sticking head out of water and squirting (black-

flushing gills) water (dinoflagellates, gill problems)
•	 Normally bottom fish now at surface
•	 Normally mid-water or surface fish now at bottom
•	 Normally hiding fish now out and visible
•	 Lying on bottom and gasping (near death; heavy 

bacteria, parasite or dinoflagellate infection)
•	 Swimming to top, then sinking to bottom

Breathing, opercules, gills
•	 Gasping, irregular opercular beat, rapid opercular 

beat (bacteria, dinoflagellates, parasites, toxins)
•	 Squirting water (parasitic dinoflagellates, gill 

parasites, gill infection)
•	 Opercules flared (gill parasites, gill infection, toxin 

damage to gills, or large gill parasite, as isopod)
•	 Mouth not closed (usually indicates gill/oxygen 

problem of some sort, heavy gill infection/
infestation; something caught in buccal cavity or 
throat = food, substrate, etc)

•	 Rapid or irregular opercular beat (bacteria, 
dinoflagellates [free-living or parasitic], toxins, 
hyperplasia, parasites )

Some Signs of a Sick Fish
by Dr. Adrian Lawler

(retired) Aquarium Supervisor (l984-l998) J. L. Scott Aquarium Biloxi, Ms 39530
Original to Aquarticles
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Eating
•	 Not eating (bacteria, parasites, toxins, severe liver 

damage, internal injury or problem, cancer)
•	 Losing weight even though eating (Mycobacterium, 

toxins [possibly at time of collection]
•	 resulting in liver damage)

External Signs
Skin and fins
•	 Clamped fins (poor water quality, parasites)
•	 Sunken belly, thin (starved, bacteria, parasites, 

toxins, liver damage)
•	 White spots on skin/fins (lymphocystis, bacteria, 

fungus, dinoflagellates, parasites)
•	 Fish tissue extensions (various-shaped growths), 

abnormal growth from skin, fins, etc (hyperplasia, 
tumor-benign or cancer)

•	 Dark spots in skin (embedded larvae of digenetic 
trematodes)

•	 Bloody spots or streaks or sores on skin/fins, lateral 
line pits (lymphocystis, bacteria, parasites, toxins)

•	 Bloated belly, scales raised from scale pockets 
(dropsy, kidney damage, tumor-benign or cancer)

•	 Body deformed, twisted, etc (genetic, injury in egg, 
vitamin/mineral deficiency, old age, etc)

•	 Fight (or collection) injuries on skin/fins; frayed fins/
scale loss (injuries may lead to viral, bacterial, or 
fungal infections)

•	 Increase in mucus production; whitish slime 
(bacteria, fungus, parasites, irritants, toxins)

•	 Easily visible living objects on skin (parasites, as: 
leeches, copepods, Argulus, isopods, Monogena)

Eyes
•	 Cloudy (bacteria, toxins, poor water quality)
•	 Red, bloody (bacteria, toxins)
•	 Dark spots in eyes (embedded parasites, tumors)
•	 Eyes protruding or pop-eye (exophthalmos) (gas 

bubble disease, lymphocystis or parasites or tumor 
behind eye in socket pushing eye out, bacteria)

•	 Eyes sunken (starved, bacteria, Mycobacterium)

Opercules
•	 Flared (gill parasites, gill infection, toxin damage to 

gills, large isopod on gills)
•	 Gasping, irregular opercular beat, rapid opercular 

beat (bacteria, dinoflagellates, parasites, toxins)

Gills
•	 Pale gill color (viral or bacterial infection, parasites, 

toxins, internal bleeding)
•	 Spots on gills (lymphocystis, bacteria, parasites, 

dinoflagellates)
•	 Gill lamellae/filaments fused (bacteria, lymphocystis, 

hyperplasia)
•	 Gill lamellae/filaments eroded (bacteria, 

lymphocystis, parasites)

Color
•	 Silver or gray or white sheen on skin (bacteria, 

Mycobacterium)
•	 Color changes, either getting lighter or darker 

(virus, bacteria, parasites, toxins)

Growths
•	 Filaments, nodules, growths, hyperplasia, etc on 

skin/fins (lymphocystis, tumors, bacteria, fungus, 
parasites, irritants, toxins)

See these articles also:

Aerosols – http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/management/
Lawler_Aerosols.html

Aquarium Ideas – http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/
management/Lawler_Aquarium_Ideas.html

Collecting – http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/travel/
Lawler_Collecting.html

Daily tank checks – http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/
management/Lawler_Daily_Tank_Checks.html 

Hyperplasia – http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/
management/Lawler_Hyperplasia.html 

Lymphocystis – .http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/
management/Lawler_Lymphocystis.html 

Monogenea – .http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/
management/Lawler_Monogenea.html 

Mycobacterium…..http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/
management/Lawler_Tank_Safety.html 

Necropsy – http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/
management/Lawler_Necropsy.html 

Parasites – http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/management/
Lawler_Parasites.html 

Seeding – http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/management/
Lawler_Seeding.html 

Stocking – http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/saltwater/
Lawler_Stocking.html

Substrate ingestion – http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/

management/Lawler_Substrate_Ingestion.html

Toxic algae – http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/
management/Lawler_Toxic_Algae.html
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I would like to reiterate an old fish 
catching trick for all of you that 
have problems catching fry or adult 

fish, out of a heavily planted tank - the 
old soda/H20 bottle trick: Take an old 
plastic soda/H20 bottle and cut off 
the top just below the shoulder of the 
bottle, the cut off part should resem-
ble a funnel.
	 Then cut the funnel in a way that 
it will fit snugly into the bottom bottle 
part. Invert the funnel part back into 
the bottle. Next, drill a hole into the 
bottle part with a small drill bit (1-
1.5mm), to let excess air out of the 
trap when it is in the water. Place the 
trap in the tank water and let it fill. 
Drop some of your fish’s favorite food 
in the trap, (live food such as BBS or worms work 
best), as the movement of the bait really gets the 
fish’s attention.

Tip: I use my wife’s turkey baster to insert the bait 
into the trap when its in the water. You can then place 
the trap on the bottom of the tank to catch bottom 
feeding fish or on driftwood, plants, etc., to catch 
midlevel feeding fish. I recommend not feeding your 
fish for at least a day before any attempts of catching 
them. I believe this method is less stressful for the 
fish than netting them. I can catch a whole school of 
hungry Apisto juveniles out of a heavily planted tank 
of any size in 15 minutes with this method.
	 I leave my Apisto offsprings with the parents un-
til they reach what my wife calls “the teenage stage.” 
That’s when they start to get a little bit rowdy and 
the parents start to chase them away. By that time 
they are around 60 days old, and it is time to get 
the old soda/H20 bottle out. Note: Be very careful 
when opening the trap, especially when you caught 
fry. Make sure that no fry get caught between the 
funnel and bottle part of the trap. I accidentally killed 

two A.eunotus fry that way. It won’t happen again. I 
just wait until all the fry settle. They naturally try to 
escape towards the bottom of the bottle. Got him.
This guy went straight into my 75g upstairs. It works 
very well on adult Apistogrammas too. I had to catch 
a male A.agassizi this morning to make room for new 
arrivals. I just put some frozen BS in the trap, and 
placed it right in front of his territory. It only took the 
time it takes to drink a cup of coffee, and I caught 
him together with a A.bitaeniata female. Unfortunate-
ly, he slipt out of the trap when I tried to release the 
A.bitaeniata female, and I had to start all over again. 
Of course he was pretty scared and didn’t show him-
self again for about half an hour. I just left the trap in 
the tank while I was getting ready for work, and voila 
I caught him again. So much about Apistogramma 
memory.
	 Learn about your fish’s behavior and their fa-
vorite hangouts by just simply watching them for a 
few minutes a day, and I guarantee you that you will 

Catching Fish The Easy Way
By Lois and Max Gallade

Apisto-GramVol.18 No.1 Issue # 70
Aquarticles.com

It took less then a minute to catch  
these two A.nijsseni juveniles.
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catch any fish in your tank with this 
method. Or if you prefer, you can 
even use fishing floats attached to 
the trap and let the trap float in any 
level of your tank. You can experi-
ment with various bottle sizes and 
mouth openings, depending on 
the size of fish you want to catch.

                           
Editor’s note:
There is an old post from 1998 
on thekrib.com in which a Mr.Cliff 
Lundberg wrote:

“I have to catch a bunch of fast 
little fish in a big densely  planted 
tank. Is there some kind of trap 
I could rig up that would corral 
them?”

The reply was: “You can make a trap out of a clear 
plastic soda bottle (1 pint or thereabouts). Remove 
the cap. Cut off the top just below the shoulder, so 
it looks like a funnel. Invert this “funnel” back into 
the bottle (so the neck is inside the bottle), use a hot 
ice pick or nail to make 3 holes through both layers 
of plastic, be careful and don’t make the holes too 
large. Insert pieces of toothpicks through the holes 

to hold the 2 pieces together. Drop a few bits of food 
into the bottle and submerge. You can attach fishing 
floats if you want to catch surface feeders, set it on 
top of plants to catch mid level feeders, or place it on 
the bottom to catch bottom feeders. Don’t feed the 
fish awhile before using.”

http://www.thekrib.com/TankHardware/trap.html

 The pictures show A.nijsseni juveniles being  
trapped  for their move to the growout tank.

Thursday, July 19th through
Sunday, July 22nd, 2007
at Hilton, Sacramento Arden West

For more information go to:
http://www.aca2007.com

Confirmed Speakers:
Dr. Tim Hovanec, Ad Konings, Dr. Ron Coleman, Andrew Soh, Oliver Lucanus, Chris Clevers,  
Rainer Stawikowski, Alex Saunders and Banquet Speaker: Chuck Rambo

The 2007 American Cichlid Association Convention is being held in  
Sacramento, California.  Hosted by the Sacramento Aquarium Society (SAS).
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YOUR 
IDEAS!

Contributions 
are welcomed!

We welcome contributions 

to Fish Tales, including 

articles, comments, book 

or equipment reviews, 

letters, crosswords, 

puzzles etc.…

Any contributions should 

be sent to  

PETER MARSH

P.O. BOX HM 744

HAMILTON HM CX

  or Email:

pmarsh@northrock.bm

PLEASE NOTIFY  

IF YOUR  

MAILING ADDRESS 

HAS CHANGED

BERMUDA FRY-ANGLE AQUARIUM SOCIETY

Executive Committee
President:.............................................................................Craig Morfitt

Vice-President: ...................................................................Nyon Steede

Treasurer: ............................................................................Nyon Steede

Recording Secretary: ........................................................... Peter Marsh

Corresponding Secretary: ............................................. Wendy Corrado

Elected Officers
Librarian: ............................................................................Carol Terceira

Breeders Award Program Chair: ..........................................Scott Burns

Editor: .................................................................................. Peter Marsh

Webmaster: ......................................................................... Peter Marsh

Membership Coordinator:...................................................Walter Welch

Society Membership
Membership to the Bermuda Fry-Angle Aquarium Society is open to 
any resident of Bermuda who has an interest in tropical fish. The annual 
membership fee is $20. The Society’s financial year runs from April 1st 
to March 31st.

Meetings are held on the third Friday of every month. Meeting place 
is either the Police Recreation Club or the Lecture Rooms, behind the 
Bermuda Aquarium, Museum & Zoo. Occasionally meetings are held 
elsewhere. Check the “meeting” column in this newsletter for details of 
upcoming meetings.

If you would like further information please contact:  

	 Walter Welch., Membership Coordinator  

	 at 292-3828(w) or email: wally_da_kid@hotmail.com

Reprint Policy
Unless otherwise stated, articles appearing in Fish Tales have been 
written by local (Bermuda) authors. These articles may be reprinted. 
Should another aquarium society decide to reprint an article we ask that 
they provide us with two copies of the publication containing the re-print 
(one copy for the author, one copy for our Society). We will abide by the 
same conditions when re-printing articles from other publications.
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